Soil particles in the tissues of the foot in endemic elephantiasis of the lower legs.
The presence of microparticles of clay is demonstrated in the dermis of the foot in a patient with endemic elephantiasis. The particles are seen to be in the phagosomes of macrophages or in the cytoplasm of other cells. The conducting lymphatic in the subdermal tissue is found to be impermeable to Patent Blue Violet dye and to be fibrosed. The failure to conduct lymph to the node produces a permanent deposit of silica in the dermal tissues; a parallel is drawn with similar deposits in the lung in pneumoconiosis.